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THE ALDINE. 



thought, would not make the emperor less strenuous 
to require their attendance. 

This curious ceremony, in the installation of the 
Corinthian dukes, continued to be practised until 
the time of Duke Ernest in 1414. 



THE RUINS OF WEISSENAU. 

These picturesque remains of ancient splendor 
are situated on the Lake of Thun, near the point 
where the River Aar, the receptacle of the waters 
from many melting glaciers, empties itself into the 
lake. 

A more entrancing prospect, for the lovers of 
nature, than that afforded by the ruin and its sur- 
roundings, could not well be imagined ; the gray, 
crumbling old walls, overrun with vines; the pure, 



gone as usual to the church at Untersee, the ser- 
vants left behind, to guard the castle, were surprised 
to see a mounted band of a dozen armed men before 
the gate, demanding entrance in the name of Weis- 
senau. Their story was, that the baron had been at- 
tacked in the forest, and was in full flight towards 
the castle, they having rode ahead to open the gates 
for his entrance. The affrighted servants threw down 
the drawbridge, and the party rushed in, closely fol- 
lowed, however, by a hundred of their companions, 
who were secreted near by under cover of the forest. 
To kill the servants, and plunder and set fire to the 
castle, was short work ; and soon nothing remained 
but blackened and smoking ruins. 

Word was carried to the baron, as he knelt in 
church. He mounted his horse and rode madly into 
the forest, and was never seen again. The simple 



by a series of stepping-stones, each of which will 
present itself more readily in future, and with less 
chance of interruption by the suggestions of con- 
science than before. But should these suggestions be 
admitted, and prevail, then, on the principle of asso- 
ciation, will they be all the more apt to intervene, 
on the repetition of the same circumstances, and again 
break that line of continuity, which, but for this in- 
tervention, would have led, from a temptation, to 
a turpitude or a crime. If, on the occurrence of a 
temptation, formerly conscience did interpose, and 
represent the evil of a compliance, and so impress 
the man with a sense of obligation, as led him to 
dismiss the fascinating object from the presence of 
his mind, or to hurry away from it ; the likelihood 
is, that the recurrence of a similar temptation will 
suggest the same train of thoughts and feelings, and 




AFTER THE MASQUERADE.— Ramsthal. 



sparkling water of the lake ; the clustering roofs of 
the little village of Untersee ; the spires of Inter- 
laken in the distance ; and, rising grandly above 
all, the magnificent background of the mountains. 

Like that of so many old European ruins, the story 
of Weissenau is not written on the pages of history, 
but about its fallen battlements hangs the witchery 
of popular legend. 

It is said that, centuries ago, there lived a stern 
and hard-hearted man — the last Baron of Weissenau. x 
With a heavy hand he levied taxes on all the sur- 
rounding country, and made his name a terror in the 
land. On Sundays, when the church bells of Un- 
tersee rang the call to prayer, he left his stronghold, 
and rode to the service accompanied by a proud 
retinue of knights and fair ladies, but neither the 
prayers of the priests nor the suffering condition of 
the people served to move the heart of this sinner 
against God and man. 

It was impossible, even in those days, that such a 
state of things could continue for any length of 
time. On one Sunday morning, when the baron had 



country folks believe that in the depth of night, 
when storms are abroad, he still rushes to and fro 
on the shore of the lake, bewailing his sudden fall ; 
while in the white mists, which rise and creep about 
the ruined towers, are seen the unhappy spirits of 
the servants, doomed to guard perpetually what they 
once delivered up into the hands of the enemy. 



Power of Habit. — That balancing moment, at 
which pleasure would allure, and conscience is urg- 
ing us to refrain, may be regarded as the point of 
departure, or divergency, whence one or other of the 
two processes (towards evil, or towards good) take 
their commencement. Each of them consists in a 
particular succession of ideas, with their attendant 
feelings ; and whichever of them may happen to be 
described once, has, by the law of suggestion, the 
greater chance, in the same circumstances, of being 
described over again. Should the mind dwell on an 
object of allurement, and the considerations of prin- 
ciple not be entertained, it will pass onward from the 
first incitement to the final and guilty indulgence, 



lead to the same beneficial result ; and this is a like- 
lihood ever increasing with every repetition of the 
process. The thoughts which awaken emotions and 
purposes on the side of duty, find readier entrance 
into the mind ; and the thoughts which awaken and 
urge forward the desire of what is evil, more readily 
give way. The positive force on the side of virtue 
is augmented, by every repetition of the train which 
leads to a virtuous determination. The resistance 
to this force, on the side of vice, is weakened in pro- 
portion to the frequency wherewith that train of 
suggestions, which would have led to a vicious in- 
dulgence, is broken and discomfited. It is thus that, 
when one is successfully resolute in his opposition 
to evil, the power of making the achievement and 
the facility of the achievement itself, are both upon 
the increase, and Virtue makes double gain to herself 
by every separate conquest which she may have won. 
The humbler attainments of moral worth are first 
mastered and secured, and the aspiring disciple may 
pass onward, in a career that is quite indefinite, to 
nobler deeds and nobler sacrifices. — Chalmers. • 



